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Dear Sir Julian, 
 
I am writing to provide an update on the Government’s approach to funding listed places of 
worship, which the Secretary of State announced yesterday. 
 
During my time as Heritage Minister I have seen for myself the important role that listed places 
of worship have both for their historic value and as centres of their communities. Since my 
appointment I have engaged with key stakeholders, including the Church of England and the 
National Churches Trust, and visited places of worship from St Michael le Belfrey in York to 
Salisbury Cathedral, to gain a firsthand understanding of the needs on the ground and hear 
directly from the people who run and care for these buildings.  
 
This has demonstrated clearly to me the need for funding, from a range of sources including 
government, to secure the role that listed places of worship play in their communities. I am 
pleased to launch a new capital fund, the Places of Worship Renewal Fund. This will have an 
annual budget of £23m starting in 2026/27. I am providing certainty for the remaining years of 
the Spending Review until 2029/30, providing £92m over the period. Support will be targeted at 
places of most need. The fund will be focused on England, because Heritage is a devolved 
policy area. The NLHF already offers grants for places of worship across all the UK and is 
currently investing £100m over 3 years through National Lottery Heritage Grants and a 
strategic initiative designed to provide targeted support to build capacity. Further details 
regarding the eligibility criteria and application process, will be published in due course. 
 
Today I have also published the evaluation we conducted of the Listed Places of Worship 
Grant Scheme, which showed that while the scheme delivered many benefits, funding also 
often went to places it was needed less. Indeed 80% of respondents said that they would still 
have carried out the work without the rebate.  As we look towards a new fiscal period and the 
evolving needs of our community, it is essential that government support is deployed to the 
areas where it can have the greatest impact and where it is needed most. You are already 
aware that the Listed Places of Worship Scheme will end on 31st March 2026. There will not 
be further funding rounds. 
 
 
 



   

 
Since its inception, the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme has played a significant role in 
helping congregations maintain the fabric of our nation’s most historic and beautiful buildings 
and I want to thank the volunteers and communities who have secured grants for their 
buildings as part of this scheme.  
 
The Written Ministerial Statement accompanying the announcement can be found at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2026-01-22/hlws1266. The 
evaluation of the scheme can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-listed-places-of-worship-
scheme-final-report. 
 
 

With best wishes, 
 

 
 

Baroness Twycross 
Minister for Museums, Heritage and Gambling 


